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Abstract of EP 0091400 (A1)

in focusing the laser beam (3), use is made of so-
called "speckling”, which is observed as a more or
less coarse-grained spatial distribution of intensity
of the light (4) backscattered from the illuminated
spot. The scattered light (4) is observed for this
purpose visually or, preferably, by photoelectric
means (7, 8, 9), and the focusing is varied until the
granulation of the scattered light is coarsest and in
this way the best focusing condition is found.
Focusing can be done by hand or automatically in a
closed control circuit. The method is simple,
requires no extraneous light, and is insensitive and
non-critical with regard to adjustment.
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